
NCEA Literacy and 
Numeracy

What you need to know



NCEA co-requisite for literacy, numeracy, te reo matatini and 
pāngarau
From 2024, learners will need to achieve a 
20-credit co-requisite using either the new 
literacy and numeracy, te reo matatini and 
pāngarau standards or a small list of essential 
literacy and numeracy-rich achievement 
standards to be awarded an NCEA.

These are awarded ‘Achieved’ or ‘Not-Achieved’ 
(no Merit or Excellence).

The 20 co-requisite credits do not count towards 
the 60 you need to gain to be awarded NCEA at 
any level.

✓ Literacy (reading) 
US32403, 5 credits

✓ Literacy (writing) 
US32405, 5 credits

✓ Numeracy US32406, 10 
credits



How these are assessed

Literacy and numeracy will be 
assessed using Common 
Assessment Activities. These are the 
same for all students in Aotearoa.

They can be sat by students from 
Year 9 upwards.

They can be sat in two windows: 
mid-year or end-of-year.

You can resit the assessments in 
another window if you do not achieve 
it the first time.

The assessments are on-line and will 
be completed on your own device.

Students log-in to their NZQA account 
and work within the assessment 
portal.

Reading, Writing and Numeracy are 
all expected to take about an hour 
each to complete but there is no time 
limit.



2023 Year 10s

We will be doing our 
NCEA Literacy and 
Numeracy assessments 
near the end of this year 
during Week 4 of Term 
4.

So what do you need to do?

Focus on your work in all your classes and pay 
attention to the details of a task.

Your teachers already give you opportunities to 
develop literacy and numeracy skills and become 
more confident in employing them in a range of 
different situations. 

You need to be prepared to understand your 
strengths but also put your all into getting better at 
the things you’re not so good at.



The assessments: Literacy 



Especially for 
Writing

The Writing standard is 
looking for how 
effectively you express 
yourself and especially 
how accurately you can 
write.

Pay attention to:

❏ Spelling
❏ Punctuation

➔ Capital letters
➔ Full stops
➔ Commas
➔ Question marks
➔ Speech marks

❏ Sentence structure and variety
❏ General grammar



The assessments: Numeracy 



Numeracy

This will involve 
dealing with situations 
from the real world that 
involve numbers, 
shapes and 
measurements.

These will include:

❏ Solving number problems
❏ Considering mathematical 

relationships
❏ Location and navigation
❏ Measurement
❏ Looking at statistics
❏ Calculating probability



It’s not English and Maths!

There is literacy and numeracy in every subject you 
do.

And all the things you have to do to successfully 
navigate your way through life.



What is NCEA Literacy?

Literacy in NCEA is being able to read and understand language in many 
forms: written texts in books or articles, textbooks with language and 
pictures, texts and images on websites, messages in social media, and so 
on. It is also being able to write these different kinds of texts, using 
language in a way that the audience can understand, and that suits the 
purpose of the text you want to write.

Literacy is important for everyone because it helps you to learn at school, 
for being out in the world and in your community, and for any work or 
further study you might choose to do. 



US32403: Read written texts to understand ideas and information 
US32405: Write texts to communicate ideas and information

Literacy is not just 
something you do in 
English at school, it’s 
about being able to 
understand and use 
language in many 
everyday situations.



US32406: Use mathematics and statistics to meet the numeracy 
demands of a range of situations 

Numeracy is not just 
something you do in 
Maths at school, it’s 
about being able to 
understand and use 
numbers in many 
everyday situations.



Logging in with NZQA

To do this, you need to do the 
following steps:

1. Know your NSN 
2. Go to  

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/login
3. Click "Create an Account"

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/login


Logging in with NZQA

Do steps 1 to 3

I would suggest you use your school 
email address and a password you 
will remember. 

Take a photo of your login and 
password!



Links to NZQA information and assessment examples

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-num
eracy/literacy/learning 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-num
eracy/numeracy/learning

You do have to do some clicking. You can go across to the assessment tab to look at examples.

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/numeracy/learning
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/numeracy/learning

